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Update #2: COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Efforts Continue in Yakima County

YAKIMA, WA- Yakima County continues to receive additional doses of COVID-19 vaccines. As of
January 7, 2020 Yakima, County has received 7,700 doses of both Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19
Vaccine. Of these 7,700, 5,750 were initial doses of the COVID-19 vaccine and 1,950 are boosters for
providers who already received their first vaccine three weeks ago. Of the 5,750 initial vaccine doses
received, at least 3,000 have been administered to those in Phase A of the vaccine administration plan.
These numbers do not include doses that have been administered to staff and residents of long-term care
facilities through the Federal Pharmacy Partnership.

Across Yakima County, all three hospitals, all three federally qualified health centers have received the
COVID-19 vaccine. In addition, a few local pharmacies have received vaccine to administer to staff and
residents of long-term care facilities. Yakima County continues to focus on vaccinating only those who
fall within the Phase A category of the Washington State COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. Phase Al includes
high-risk workers in healthcare settings, high-risk first responders and residents and staff of long-term
care facilities. Following Al, those in A2 (all other at-risk healthcare workers) will be prioritized. In some
cases, A2 providers have already been vaccinated to ensure that the COVID-19 vaccine doses are utilized
before they expire.

Facilities who have received the vaccine have focused on vaccinating their staff, and some are also
vaccinating other Phase A providers. The Yakima Health District will maintain a list of providers
currently taking appointments for Phase A providers to get vaccinated. This information will be updated
frequently based on the location’s current vaccine availability. If you are a Phase Al or A2 provider that
is seeking a vaccine, please visit the Yakima Health District’s website to see a current list of providers
currently scheduling for COVID-19 vaccination.

Yesterday, the Washington State Department of Health announced guidelines for Tier B. Tier B1 will
include anyone over the age of 70, and anyone over the age of 50 who lives in a multi-generational
household. While the state set a tentative timeline of end of January to begin the administration of
COVID-19 vaccine to those eligible within Tier B, Yakima County will likely not move into Tier B until
mid to late February. The timeline for how quickly we can move through our phases will depend on how
much available vaccine is allocated to Yakima County.

The Yakima Health District will continue to provide weekly updates on local COVID-19 vaccine
distribution to the community. These updates will be available directly to the media and on our vaccine
webpage at: yakimacounty.us/2472/COVID-19-Vaccine.

QUOTES:

“At this point in time, there is not enough vaccine available to vaccinate widely. We are working with our
partners to provide access to COVID-19 vaccination as soon as is possible. Until we have a consistent
allocation of COVID-19, the situation will be fluid. For this reason, we’re asking community members to
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https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/VaccineAllocationPhase1A.pdf
https://yakimacounty.us/2472/COVID-19-Vaccine
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stay up-to-date on current vaccine administration locations by visiting our website.” Nathan
Johnson, Local Emergency Response Coordinator

“We are happy to see so much interest from the community to access the COVID-19 vaccine. We are
working with local and state partners every day to plan for broader vaccine distribution. We hope we can
quickly increase the amount of available vaccine to meet the demand.” Andre Fresco, Executive
Director of the Yakima Health District

“The COVID-19 vaccine is a beacon of hope after a long 10 months into this COVID-19 pandemic. We
must keep in mind, however, that the vaccine is not 100% effective and we still have several months to go
before we get adequate coverage across our community. For these reasons we all must continue to take
precautions against COVID-19. This means continue to wear masks, practice social distancing, and avoid
gatherings to help stop the spread of the virus.” Dr. Larry Jecha, Interim Health Officer, Yakima
Health District

Additional Information:

Yakima County COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Web Site
WA State Tier Al and A2 Guidance

WA State Tier B1 and Timeline

Washington State COVID-19 Vaccine

COVID-19 ACIP Vaccine Recommendations
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https://yakimacounty.us/2472/COVID-19-Vaccine
https://www.yakimacounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/26823/WA_DOH_Phases_infographic_final-1621
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/VaccineAllocationPhase1A.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html

