DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
2301 Fruitvale Blvd., Yakima, Washington 98902
Phone (509) 575-6005

February 23, 2026

Re: Request for Interest — Washington Fruit Community
Center Management and Operation

The City of Yakima Parks and Recreation Division has operated the Washington Fruit
Community Center since 2021. The Washington Fruit Community Center is an over 11,000-
square-foot multi-use facility featuring meeting rooms, a lobby area, social gathering
spaces, and a ballroom that can be divided into sections. The facility also includes a
commercial kitchen, outdoor patio space, and a parking lot with 21 spaces and plenty of
street parking. The WFCC is adjacent to Miller Park.

The Washington Fruit Community Center currently hosts a variety of programs, including
senior exercise classes, arts and crafts, wellness checks, and community events. Itisalso
available for private rentals. The center currently provides an after-school program, Beyond

the Bell, Monday through Friday during the schoolyear.

The City of Yakima is considering engaging an organization to manage and operate the
Washington Fruit Community Center beginningin July of 2026. Before initiating a formal
Request for Proposal (RFP) process, we invite organizations to submit a Letter of Interest.
Submission of a Letter of Interest does not obligate your organization to submita proposal
later nor does this Request for Interest obligate the City in awarding a contract to do this

work.
Letter of Interest Content
Please include the following information:

» Organization Name

e Main Contact Name

« Contact Information (phone, email, mailing address)

e Organization Statement of Purpose

» Staff Capacity to operate a 11,000-square-foot multipurpose facility, as well as operate
and maintain the grounds surrounding the facility including, but not limited to, the parking

lot.
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« Brief List of Potential Staff with experience in facility operations

» Financial Capacity - Provide a summary of your organization’s ability to manage and
operate the facility, including annual operating budget and primary funding sources

« Nonprofit Status (if applicable)

« List of Programming Experience for community focused activities

e Preliminary Transition Plan — How your organization would assume operations and engage

the community
Submission Details

Letters of Interest must be submitted by 2:00 PM on March 25, 2026, to:
Yakima City Clerk’s Office

129 N. Second Street

Yakima, WA 98901

Questions? Contact:
Ken Wilkinson - Parks & Recreation Manager
Phone: 509-576-6416 | Email: Ken.Wilkinson@YakimaWA.gov

Kim Lopez — Recreation Program Supervisor — Washington Fruit Community Center
Phone: 509-576-6482 | Email: Kim.Lopez@YakimaWA.gov

Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve our community. We look forward to

hearing from you.

Respectfully,

Ken Wilkinson
Parks & Recreation Manager

Kim Lopez
Recreation Program Supervisor

Yakima
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