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1591 Responses 



What We Heard 
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about Yakima? 



What’s the most interesting thing 
about Yakima? 

• Agricultural bounty 



What’s the most interesting thing 
about Yakima? 

• Agricultural bounty 
• Geology & natural setting 



What’s the most interesting thing 
about Yakima? 

• Agricultural bounty 
• Geology & natural setting 
• Diverse cultures  



What’s the most interesting thing 
about Yakima? 

• Agricultural bounty 
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Our Agricultural Bounty 
 

Water & Sunshine 
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Our Geology 
 

Rivers & Mountains 



http://www.marlimillerphoto.com/ 



 



Diverse Cultures 
 

All the people who have  
helped build our city 



University of Washington Special Collections 

Brooklyn Museum 

UO Museum of Natural and Cultural History 



 



 

Profile: Yakima Valley Japanese Community, 1973 



https://www.flickr.com/photos/wingluke/6798579280/ 



 

Madison McCord/Yakima Herald-Republic 



Our History 
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What brings you downtown? 
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What time of day do you visit 
downtown? 
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How safe do you feel? 
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Seating 

4 Benches 
4 Seating walls/steps 
3 Movable chairs & tables 
 

Least popular Most popular Neutral 

4 5 3 2 1 





• More Images of seating? 



 



 



Events 
5 Local Events 
5 Regional Events 
5 Concerts/Performances 
5 Seasonal Markets 
5 Weekly Farmers Market 
5 Agriculture Events  

Least popular Most popular Neutral 

4 5 3 2 1 



Event Spaces 

2014 Cinco De Mayo Layout 



Fresh Hop 



Outdoor Concert 
(approximate minimum size) 

Concert with seating for 100 
and standing space for 
around 100 

Plaza North 

Plaza South 



Daniel Schwartz REVAMP.com 



Large Movie screen and 
seating for 500 

Outdoor Movie 
(approximate minimum size) 

 

Plaza North 

Plaza South 



96 Farmers market stalls 

Farmers Market 
(approximate minimum size) 

 

Plaza North 

Plaza South 





Denver Botanic Gardens: Deb Stanley 



Plants 

5 Shade Trees 
4 Flower Garden 
4 Open Lawn 
2 Orchard 

Least popular Most popular Neutral 

4 5 3 2 1 



• Shade trees? 



 



 



Lawn Large enough for Frisbee 
throwing or picnicking for 
around 50 people 

Lawn 
(approximate minimum size) 
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Water 

4 Water Play 

4 Calming Water 

Least popular Most popular Neutral 

4 5 3 2 1 



• New CCDC water slides 



 



 



 



 



 



• NEP jets 



 



Entertainment & Play 

5 Free wi-fi 
2 Table/board games 
2 Climbing Wall  

Least popular Most popular Neutral 

4 5 3 2 1 



Art & Culture 

4 Historic elements 
4 Temporary art installations & 
 events 
4 Special Lighting 

4 5 3 2 1 



• Projection on Capitol Theater 

Love Letter to Yakima, Andy Behrle 



• MOM hall?  





Built Elements 

5 Shade Structures 
4 Food Concessions 
4 Coffee/drink stands 
2 Retail Kiosk 
 

4 5 3 2 1 



 



 



 



Other program elements 
 people mentioned:  



Scale comparisons to 
other plazas 



Pioneer Courthouse Square 
Portland, OR 



    
 
       
          
       
     
        
       
         
        
            

         

Steve Morgan 



Ketchum Town Square 
Ketchum, ID 





Bryant Park 
New York, NY 



    
 
     
      
        
       
         
       
        
      
    
     

    



Tieton Town Square 
Tieton, WA 





Site Analysis 
What factors will influence the design 

for the plaza? 



Downtown Green Space 



Housing and Potential Housing 



Bus Routes 



Busy Roads 



Historic and Iconic Buildings 
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Plaza North 
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3rd St. Quality 
3rd

 s
t. 

Civic Quality 
Larger Scale 

 



2nd St. Quality 
Commercial 

Smaller scale 
 

2nd
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Chestnut St. Quality 
Commercial 
Larger scale 

 



Alley Quality 
Commercial spill out 

 



Alley Quality 
Commercial spill out 
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E. A  St. Quality 
Banks and offices 

 



Filtered view 

View corridor 

Retail 

Civic 

Historic 

Inactive 

Views in and out 

Plaza South 





Filtered view 

View corridor 
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Views in and out 
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Sun South Plaza 
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Sun South Plaza 

Hours of sunlight in a day 

1 2 0 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Winter Summer 



Sun North Plaza 
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Sun North Plaza 

Hours of sunlight in a day 

1 2 0 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Winter Summer 



Wind 
Winter Summer 

 

1.50-3.34 
3.34-5.40 

5.40-8.49 

8.49-11.05 
>11.05 

Data Source:  NOAA  Yakima  Air Terminal 

Wind Speed (m/s) 



Materials: Natural 







 



 



Materials: 
Historical & Built 







 







What is Yakima’s   

genius loci?  



2 Ridges 
2 Rivers 
2 Gaps 
1 Valley 







Next Steps 

Meeting #3 – July 
Concepts 

 
Meeting #4 – August 
Concept Refinement 

 
Meeting #5 – September 

Preferred Concept 
 



GUSTAFSON GUTHRIE NICHOL 
Graham Baba Architects 


