
IN THE YAKIMA MUNICIPAL COURT

COUNTY OF YAKIMA, STATE OF WASHINGTON

IN THE MATTER OF COURTROOM GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

DECORUM, 26-0t

A. PHOTOGRAPHY RECORDING,TELEVISING, BROADCASTING

The taking of photographs or etectronic recording of proceedings in the courtroom and the
broadcasting of judiciat proceedings by radio, tetevision, or other means is prohibited,

except as provided by this order and General Rute 16 (GR 16).

Forthe purpose of this order, "judiciaI proceeding" means: (1)any hearing required to be

hetd "on the record" by Supreme Court rute inctuding, but not [imited to, pretiminary

hearings, arraignments, any pre-triaI proceedings, motions, bench and jury triats,
sentencing hearings, post-conviction hearings, mitigation and contested infraction
hearings, and any civiI impound hearings; (2) any proceedings before a judiciat officet
incl,uding a judge, court commissioner, or judge pro-tem; (3) att sessions of any jury triat
inctuding jury orientation or setection, and (4) it shatL inctude at[ witnesses, jurors, judiciat

officers and court emptoyees.

"Courtroom" of the Yakima Municipat Court inctudes Courtroom #1 and Courtroom #2 of
the Yakima MunicipaI Courthouse, witness or jury rooms.

"News media" carries the same meaning contained in RCW 5.68.010(5) and Green v.

Pierce County,197 Wash.2d 841, 850, 487 P.3d 499 (2021).

B. CELL PHONES, ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND TEXT MESSAGING

Lawyers, defendants and members of the pub[ic may carry cetl phones or other portabl,e

devices into the court facil,ity. When in any courtroom, atl phones or other portabl,e

etectronic devices shatl, be turned off or sitenced. No phone, voice or video cal,ts shal,t be

made or received within any courtroom. lt is the responsibil,ity of the possessor of the
device to ensure that any activity or transmissions do not interfere with court proceedings



C

Faiture to compty with this section may resutt in the confiscation of the cel,t phone or other
portabl,e etectronic device and may inctude a fine or incarceration for Contempt pursuant
to inherent constitutionaI authority of the court.

EXCEPTIONS

1. The foll.owing exception appties to sections A and B above:

a. Court, probation, or law enforcement personnel conducting officiaL

business.

2. With the consent of the courtroom's judicial officer, or the presiding judge of the

court, the fol,towing exceptions may be granted to sections A and B above:

a. News media conditions and limitations as addressed in GR 16.

b. Ceremoniat proceedings, inctuding, but not [imited to weddings, taw

enforcement officer swearing-in ceremonies, or a judge or judiciat officer's
investiture.

c. For the timited purpose of presenting evidence, perpetuation of the record of
proceedings, and security.

d. For the purposes of judiciat administration.

e. As otherwise authorized by the court.

DATED at Yakima, Washington this Znd day of September 2026

Judge Aryn M. Masters

Presiding Judge, Yakima Municipat Court


