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3 Housing

3.1 Introduction

is-"Housing affordability is a growing challenge in Yakima. aA
crucial element of this plan is Thereisfreedto accommodating the current and future housing
needs of Yakima’s population, including gdemands-needs in-for a variety of housing types and
affordability levels. This Housing Element contains the goals, policies, and implementation
actions that will help Yakima achieve high quality, affordable, and equitable housing for
today’s generations forward.

The City of Yakima acknowledges that the marketplace will generally provide adequate
housing to meet demand for those in the upper economic brackets, but that some
combination of appropriately zoned land, regulatory incentives, housing funding and
rehabilitation programs, and innovative planning techniques will be necessary to meet the
needs of middle- and lower--income residents. Understanding this challenge, and the current
housing trends, helps the City plan for the future.

New State Laws under GMA

Since Yakima’s previous comprehensive plan update in 2017, the Washington State
Legislature adopted several significant changes to the GMA goals and requirements for
housing. Exhibit 3-1 summarizes the major legislative changes that apply to Yakima. The City is
addressing each requirement in this plan and in its development regulations. See the
Technical Analysis for a-details.
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Housing Goal- Growth
Management Act

Plan for and accommodate
housing Encotragethe
avaitabitity-of-affordable
housingto all economic

segments of the population of
this state, promote a variety of
residential densities and
housing types, and encourage
preservation of existing
housing stock. (RCW
36.70A.020 (4))
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Exhibit 3-13-13-1. New GMA Requirements Related to Housing that Apply to Yakima

HB 1220 (2021) Affordable Housing, Displacement, and Racially Disparate Impacts. Requires local
jurisdictions to plan for and accommodate housing affordable to all economic segments
of the population, including moderate, low, very low, and extremely low income, as well
as emergency shelters and permanent supportive housing.

Mandates that comprehensive plans identify land use capacity, barriers, and programs
to address housing shortage.

Requires jurisdictions to assess and address racially disparate impacts, displacement,
and exclusion in housing, identify areas at high risk of displacement, and establish anti-
displacement policies.

HB 1337 (2023) ADUs. At least two ADUs (both attached, both detached, or one attached and one
detached) per lot must be allowed in residential zones in urban growth areas (UGAs)
within all zones in urban growth areas where single family homes are permitted.
Applicable standards for Yakima include:
® Two ADUs are allowed per lot
e ADUs do not require owner occupancy
® ADUs allow separate sale
® Parking requirements
® Maximum size limit shall be no less than 1,000 sg-ft
e Setback should not be more restrictive than the that of primary units (can be on lot lines

in certain circumstances).
® Height limit at least 24 ft.
ESHB 1293 (2023) Design Review. May not impose aesthetic standards or requirements for design review
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that are more restrictive for ADUs than those for principal units.

€oordinated-devetopment
conceptexampteHow are
GMA requirements
addressed in Yakima’s
Comprehensive Plan?

: bsiti ¢
i : cof

uses:See the Introduction
chapter in Volume 2 for a
more detailed summary of all
new GMA requirements and
corresponding updates to
Yakima’s Comprehensive
Plan and development code.
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SB 5184 (2025) Parking Reform. Reduces or eliminates parking requirements for certain residential uses and

commercial spaces in cities with a population of 30,000 or more. Yakima must adopt this

by January 2027.

3.2 Housing Today and Tomorrow

Conditions and Trends

Most of Yakima’s Housing Stock is Detached Single Family Homes

There were 38,584 housing units in Yakima in 2024. Around 61 percent of these units were

single-family detached homes, as shown in Exhibit 3-2. Aretund-66-percentofstructaresin2015

VETE - a V/

percent of the housing stock, while larger multifamily structures like apartment buildings make
up 18 percent. About two thirds of all housing units have either two or three bedrooms (U.S.

Census Bureau, 2022).
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Exhibit 3-23-3-3-1. Housing Inventory by Type in City of Yakima, 2024

€oordinated-devetopment
conceptexampteWhere are
different housing types
located?

system,carefutsitingof

i : cof
uses:See the Land Use
chapterin Volume 2

Source: Washington Office of Financial Management, 2024; BERK Consulting, 2025.AboutHatfof
Yakirma's Resid AreR

for detailed maps of existing
land uses within each council
district. These maps show the
location of parcels with single
family homes and multifamily
homes.

Yakima Needs more Housing Diversity
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Over 60% of all housing in the City of Yakima are single-family homes. Not all households
require, or can afford, that much space. For example, 30% of all households in Yakima are
individuals living alone. Yet only 6% of housing units in Yakima are studios and only 11% have
just one bedroom. Increasing the diversity of housing options available will increase housing
supply and provide more choices for residents seeking more affordable housing that meets
their current needs.

Most of Yakima’s Housing Stock is Old

2044, onty H0percentAs of 2025, about 20 percent of residential structures kad-been-were
built aftersince 2000, and 56-t+percentnearly two-thirds (63.1 percent) of units were built 40
or more years ago;. Since housing units generally have a functional life of around 40 years,
those units older than 40 years require additional investments. Preserving existing housing is
important to maintain affordability. A map of structure age (both residential and commercial)
is shown in Exhibit 3-2; the vast majority of structures in the city are residential with older
stock focused in eastern Yakima.
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Exhibit 3-33=-33-33-2. Year Structure Built for Residential Structures Map

Source: City of Yakima GIS 26462025; BERK, 2025.

The overall age of housing structures is indicative of structure quality, supported by national
research that shows a negative correlation between the age of a unit and its condition. In
addition, the older housing in Yakima is generally not aligned well with the current and
trending household needs in terms of household size, the high number of households without
children, relatively low income levels, and the age demographics of the city. Alternately,
Yakima’s current population indicates an increasing need for more small houses,
townhouses, multifamily, and accessory dwelling units.
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Poputationby-Age {ACS, 2614

Under20-yts 36-6%

26-64-yrs 55:8%

65and-otder 138%
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Most New Housing Units Produced are in Multifamily Buildings

Recent development in Yakima is helping to increase housing diversity. Between 2019 and
2024, Yakima added 2,341 units through new housing construction. About 70 percent of these
new units were in multifamily structures, from duplexes up to larger apartment buildings (OFM,
2024). This new housing is expanding the range of housing options in Yakima.

Yakima has a Shortage of Housing Compared to Demand

Vacancy rates, as an indicator of housing markets, can provide information about how supply
and demand interact and how the market and prices may react. As of 2024, only 2.4% of
rental housing units in Yakima were vacant, which is lower than what is considered a healthy
rate of 5% to 6%. The supply of ownership housing is also constrained. When vacancy rates
and supply are low, people looking for homes have fewer options, increasing competition for
the limited units available. This drives up both rents and housing prices.

Housing prices are rising faster than incomes

Between 2014 and 2022, tFThe typical home value in Yakima hastisenincreased by 99%, from
$163,074XXKK XXX to $324,07 50600 nearly-doubling; between2014t02622. Over the
same period, the median family income only increased by 43% (from $47,369%X%;%XX to
$67,644X%X%X%%X). This indicates homeownership is getting further out of reach for many
prospective buyers. See Exhibit 3-4.
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Exhibit 3-43-43-3-3. Percent Change since 2014 in Typical Home Value and Median Family
Income (MFI)
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Coordinated-devetopment
conceptexampteHow
affordable is
homeownership in Yakima?

As of 2025 a household would
need an annualincome of
about $112,000 to afford the
average single family home.
New homes are even more
expensive. thetadesafoecat
pointaconnected
eirettation-system;,carefut
mix-ofttses:See the Housing
chapter in Volume 2
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Note: Historic MFl and home value data are not adjusted for inflation.
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s s SUuIbU. \Ilakilllcl CUuIIty,
Sunnyside GGG 22.1%
Tieton I (.4%
Grandview I 15.6%
Granger IEEEEEEEEEENN—————— 14.5%
Union Gap IEEEE——— 13.5%
Toppenish IEEEEEEEE————— 12.5%

Mabton I 12.4%
Wapato M 12.1%

Between 2017 and 2021, 32% of
all households in Yakima were

DRAFT January 21, 2026
3-15

cost burdened.

Ensuring there are opportunities
to develop a variety of housing
types and densities affordable to
different income levels can help
to address current and future
households and their cost
burden.
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Many Households in Yakima are Cost-burdened

Between 2017 and 2021, 32% of all households in Yakima were cost burdened. Nearly half
(44%) of renter households, and just under a quarter (23%) of owner households, were cost-
burdened. Cost-burdened households spend a large portion (over 30%) of their available
income on housing costs. This leaves less money available for other vital needs like food,
transportation, healthcare, and education.

Housing Needs are Greatest among Low-income Households

About 75% of all households with incomes below 50% of the Area Median Income (AMI) are
cost-burdened. Over half of these households are severely cost-burdened, meaning they
spend over 50% of their income on housing costs. While there are low-income households
living in neighborhoods across the city, the greatest concentration of low-income households
is in eastern Yakima, and many of these households are of Hispanic/Latino ethnicity.

There is Considerable Need among Elderly Residents

There are 3,405 cost-burdened elderly households in Yakima. About a third of these
households are elderly persons (age 62+) living alone, and nearly all have incomes well below
the county median (HUD, 2024). These residents are spending more than 30% of theirincome
on housing costs and often have fixed incomes that don’t keep pace with rising housing costs
over time.

Demand for Special Needs Housing and Programs

Several populations may have special housing needs or supportive services, including the
homeless, residents with disabilities, single parents, seasonal and year-round farmworkers,
and the elderly.

o d CU UV V
)

chitdren;cotuptes;and-singtepersons. According to the Department of Commerce’s

Snapshot of Homelessness in Washington State for July 2024, there were 11,971 persons

A A
)
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who were homeless or unstably housed in Yakima County (Commerce, 2024). This was

approximately 5% of the county population. Among these people, 9,906 were considered
homeless (Commerce, 2024).

= Asdescribed above, the elderly make up almost 4416 percent of the city’s population in
26142022 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2022). The elderly often have disabilities inctudingsetf-
care-orindependenttivingtimitations— about 46 percent — requiring universal housing
designs that meet ambulatory needs. Continuum of care housing and services allowing
aging in place are other considerations over the planning period.

= The City of Yakima is located at the heart of Yakima County, which employs many
farmworkers at the farms, orchards, and livestock operations throughout the County. Many
of these workers struggle to find stable housing. The City of Yakima and other non-profit
agencies offer a number of services that address maintaining and attaining housing to
meet the needs of low-income households, disabled persons, and senior citizens in the
community. Single parent households, particularly female headed households, are more
likely to have lower incomes and potentially have cost burdens. As of 2014, over 10
percent of city households are female headed and another almost 4 percent are male-
headed with children.

=  The City of Yakima and other non-profit agencies offer several services that address
maintaining and attaining housing to meet the needs of low-income households, disabled
persons, and senior citizens in the community.

Environmental Hazards and Impacts to Housing Stock

Older houses, which are common throughout the City of Yakima are not as resilience to
extreme heat and other environmental impacts that are expected to increase in severity and
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frequency in Yakima. Retrofitting older homes with efficient heating and cooling bears a
considerable upfront cost that low-income households or older households on a fixed income
may be unable to bear. Additionally, detached single family homes may be at higher risk for
damage from wildfires and extreme precipitation, and land uses related to low-density
housing development may exacerbate these concerns due to the increased impervious
pavement leading to urban flooding from storms and increased wildland urban interface. See
the Climate Vulnerability Assessment Memo in Appendix A for further analysis.
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4921% of owners are
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income levels can help
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affordability for more
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Challenges and Opportunities

Compared to other areas in Washington, Yakima etrrentty- still provides relatively lower-cost
housing, the majority of which are single family homes. The City has additional capacity for
housing with a large share of land that is developable, particularly to the west, and a good
portion of the City that provides an opportunity for infill development and redevelopment.

Low vacancy rates in Yakima contribute to pressure on housing supply as the population
grows and the housing stock ages. New housing will be needed to replace units that have
reached the end of their useful life and to house new residents. In addition, a diversity of
housing types will be needed in order to provide units that fit the needs of large and small
households, young and first-time home buyers, special needs populations, those aging in
place, and adiversifyingpoputationr-multi-generational households. Yakima has a vision of
being a place that provides affordable and quality housing equally to all residents across the
city.
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The City has sufficient capacity to meet future housing growth targets for 26462046. Yakima’s
strategy is to focus on infill housing downtown, in mixed use centers, and throughout the City,
with compatible transitions to grotund=retated-townhomes and single family dwellings. The
capacity in Downtown Yakima and mixed use nodes will create an increased supply of smaller
units in multifamily or mixed use residential structures while the undeveloped land capacity to
the west will result in added single family units.

Future Needs

The GMA requires cities to accommodate future housing needs by affordability level.
Yakima received its allocation of countywide housing from Yakima County, as shown in
Exhibit 3-4. The City must make accommodations to enable housing growth to meet these
needs through the year 2046. Exhibit 3-5Exhibit 3-5. Projected Housing Needs, Yakima
County (2020-2046)

shows the allocation and projected housings needs for the City and UGA. Meeting these
needs will require increasing the rate of new housing development, with a focus on multifamily
housing and lower-cost ownership options such as townhomes and condominiums.

Exhibit 3-53-53-3-4. Projected Housing Needs, Yakima County (2020-2046)

Total Future Housing Needed 8,261 4,495 25,742 36,353 12,706 8,282 18,643 | 1,951
(2046)**

114,482

Estimated Housing 89,425 4,351 228 20,264 33,325 10,217 7,070 13,270 | 572

Supply (2020)*
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Net New Housing 25,057 3,910 4267 5478 3,028 1,789 1,212 5,373 1,379
Needed (2020-2046)

PSH = Permanent Supportive Housing.

* 2020 supply excludes homes in recreational use. Supply of PSH in 2020 is beds. However, projections of Net New Housing
Needed (2020-2046) are in housing units.

** Total Future Housing Needed (2046) excludes 2020 homes in recreational use.

Source: WA State Department of Commerce, Growth Management Services Housing For All Planning Tool (HAPT).
Calculations are based on the Yakima County 2046 Population Projections and Allocations.

Exhibit 3-63-63-3-5. City of Yakima and UGA Combined Allocation of Projected Housing
Needs, 2020-2046

City of Yakima+ 10,648 1,750 1,911 2450 1,286 760 514 1,977 617
UGA
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Source: WA Department of Commerce, 2025; BERK, 2025.

3.3 Our Housing Plan

Yakima’s plan to accommodate its current and future housing needs builds upon its land use
plan. Through revisions to zoning and development regulations the city will reduce barriers to
the production of new housing, with a focus on multifamily housing, townhomes, cottage
housing, accessory dwelling units, and manufactured homes. Actions include providing for
greater flexibility with regards to density limits, lot sizes, building heights, and parking
standards. The Planning and Building divisions should coordinate code and policy changes,
prioritizing reducing barriers for the development of housingtheeity-can-atso-atignitsbuitding

OCEV C o OC€ q sle attoOwa O owhnhomesinthezoningcod .Anothel’

way to reduce barriers is streamlining the city’s permit application process and increasing
SEPA thresholds. Targeted infrastructure investments to enable higher density infill
development will also support this plan.

To encourage and support income-restricted affordable housing projects for lower-income
residents, the City can provide incentives such as an expanded multifamily tax exemption
(MFTE) program, or the donation of public land.

3.33.4 Goals and Policies

GOAL 3.1 ENCOURAGE DIVERSE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING CHOICES.

Policy 3.1.1 Monitor market rate and affordable housing needs. Review and adjust land
capacity for housing development and redevelopment based on housing
needs.

Policy 3.1.2 Promote the preservation, improvement, and development of middle

housing and single family homes in Yakima.

Policy 3.1.3 Encourage mixed use infill development, particularly Downtown and in
commercial nodes.
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Coordinated-devetopment
conceptexampteDoes
Yakima’s zoning and land
capacity allow for enough
new development to meet
all projected housing
needs?

Yes, it does. tnetudesafoecat
pointaconnected

ettati : -
" ¢ i : I
mixoftuses:See the Housing
chapterin Volume 2

for an analysis of Yakima’s
buildable land capacity
compared to housing needs.
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Policy 3.1.4 Facilitate small lot sizes, condominiums, townhomes, accessory
dwelling units, clustering, and other middle housing options that
increase the supply of affordable homeownership options and the
diversity of housing that meet the needs of aging, young professional,
and small and large households.

Policy 3.1.5 Allow accessory dwelling units in single family zones to increase the
supply of affordable housing units and to help existing homeowners
remain in their homes.

Policy 3.1.6 Allow manufactured homes on individual lots in residential zones in
accordance with the provisions of state and federal law. Apply
development and design standards equally to manufactured housing and
other residences.

Policy 3.1.7 Promote the improvement of existing mobile home parks to meet health and
safety standards and quality of life needs of residents.

Policy 3.1.8 Encourage and incentivize affordable housing development for moderate,
low, very low, and extremely low-income households.

Policy 3.1.9 Support proposals for affordable assisted and market rate housing based
on the following criteria:

= Dispersion of affordable housing throughout the City
= Convenient access to transit

= Arange of unittypes including middle housing

= Ownership housing when possible
= Long-term affordability
Policy 3.1.10 Remove barriers to development of affordable and market rate housing.

= Maintain a zoning system that allows a wide range of housing types and
densities.
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= Use creative SEPA tools such as exemption thresholds, infill and mixed
use exemptions, or planned actions to encourage housing and
streamline permitting.

= Ensure that City fees and permitting time are set at reasonable levels
so they do not adversely affect the cost of housing.

Policy 3.1.11 Encourage a range of affordable homeownership options and provide
access to education for first time buyers.

Policy 3.1.12 Participate in efforts to secure land available for affordable housing.

Policy 3.1.13 Allow for well-designed farmworker housing recognizing the City of
Yakima’s role as the primary city in the agricultural Yakima valley with the
greatest range of housing opportunities, urban infrastructure, and public
services.

GOAL 3.2 PRESERVE AND IMPROVE EXISTING RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS.

Policy 3.2.1 tavestimand-limprove guatity-oftife-irrexisting neighborhoods through
various programs and investments such as street light maintenance,
sidewalk improvements, safe route to school, bike and non-motorized
mobility improvements etc.

Policy 3.2.2 Support programs that improve and preserve Yakima’s existing housing
stock such as, various capital improvements in the neighborhoods.

Policy 3.2.3

housingstockPrevent demolition of housing structures when possible,

by providing resources for periodic maintenance and upgrade and using
various funding sources for maintenance taeertainneighborhoodsbased on
need.

Policy 3.2.4 Encourage maintenance and preservation of existing housing. Maintain the
City’s Housing Repair Assistance Program for low- and moderate-income
homeowners
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Policy 3.2.5 Encourage cooling retrofits and passive cooling measures for existing
housing to ensure effective cooling in case of extreme heat.

Policy 3.2.6 Encourage energy efficiency and water efficiency retrofits for existing homes
to lower utility demand during and leading up to natural hazard events.

GOAL 3.3 ENSURE AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF HOUSING FOR ALL INCOME
GROUPS AND PERSONS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

Policy 3.3.1 Prioritize the provision of fairshare-housing opportunities to all economic
segments of the population and-including those with special needs: as
allocated through the regional allocation process.

Policy 3.3.2 Support development of new units and the operation of existing units for
housing persons with special needs such as the disabled and elderly.
Promote universal design principles in new and rehabilitated housing to
ensure housing is designed for all persons and abilities to age in place as
their housing needs change.

Policy 3.3.3 Support programs that offer assistance to homeless individuals and
families.

Policy 3.3.4 Support programs and housing options that allow the senior population to
age in place as their housing needs change.

Policy 3.3.5 Support programs to ensure that individuals and families vulnerable to

natural hazard impacts have adequate housing options. Vulnerable
communities include the following:

= older adults and children

= those with pre-existing health conditions including pulmonary conditions

= individuals with mobility challenges

= [ow- and extremely low-income individuals

= pregnhant people
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GOAL 3.4

Policy 3.4.1

Policy 3.4.2

Policy 3.4.3

Policy 3.4.4

Policy 3.4.5

Policy 3.4.6

Policy 3.4.76

Policy 3.4.87

Policy 3.4.98
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= people with limited literacy

= people who speak English as a second language

ENCOURAGE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND MAINTENANCE OF HIGH
QUALITY HOUSING WITHOUT MAKING UNITS COST PROHIBITIVE.=

Promote sustainable development practices in housing development such
as the use of energy efficient and durable building material, maintenance of
indoor air quality, protection of natural environment, provision of
walkability, and others.

promoteens
goals.

Encourage development of well-designed new housing in coordination with
population growth, employment growth, and transportation goals.

Coordinate future housing development with capital planning and
investment.

Implement utility standards that encourage infill development and middle
housing.

Encourage orincentivize residential development standards which increase
resiliency to natural hazards such as extreme heat, severe storms, drought,
and wildfire smoke through cross-ventilation, passive cooling window
coverings, and energy efficiency upgrades

Ensure multimodal public and private transportation options are available
for new and redeveloped housing.

Promote complete streets and trails to interconnect Yakima’s
neighborhoods and promote walkability.

Promote safe, energy efficient, and healthy housing attainable to very low-,
low-, and moderate income households. Explore measures to improve
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indoor air quality and foster construction methods that reduce dust,
mold, and air toxics concentrations in the homes.

GOAL 3.5 FOSTER A CARING COMMUNITY THAT NURTURES AND SUPPORTS
INDIVIDUALS, CHILDREN, AND THEIR FAMILIES.

Policy 3.5.1 Make human services more inclusive and accessible to the Yakima

community, especially to marginalized populations to prevent them from
being displaced from their community.

Policy 3.5.2 tdentify-epportunitiesand-dDevelop strategies that result in human

services involvements are-proactive and preventative of marginalized

populations being displaced or homeless-rrtheirapproach-to-human

servicesneeds.

Policy 3.5.3 Allocate City general funds and seek federal and state funds to offer human
services that the City can best provide to address a spectrum of community
needs.

Policy 3.5.4 Consider human services objectives in developing City regulations and

codes. Ensure code enforcement does not resultin dlsplacement or
homelessness. de-abatementm mean
pe0p+e—|=reﬁﬁetess—Ensurmg there are communlty resources to assist these
residents, before they are abated, is critical.

Policy 3.5.5 Cooperate with school districts and non-profit human service providers to
identify needs and effective delivery of services to individuals, children, and
families

Policy 3.5.6 Educate the community about and promote affordable and special needs

housing and human services facilities and programs. Conduct early and
ongoing public outreach and communication during program or project
review and apply appropriate conditions of approval that address
community concerns such as traffic congestion, public service provision, or
environmental quality.
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Policy 3.5.7 Connect with isolated community groups to ensure effective human service
delivery and ensure people and homes are safe in the event of emergencies.

Policy 3.5.8 Evaluate services, service delivery, and community-based resources as
they relate to making individuals, children, and families more resilient to
natural hazards of extreme heat, flooding, wildfires, and drought events.

GOAL 3.6 PREVENT DISCRIMINATION, AND DISPLACEMENT IN THE
DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF HOUSING.

Policy 3.6.1 Collaborate with community groups, organizations, non-profits, and
businesses to help vulnerable groups obtain and maintain housing.

Policy 3.6.2 Evaluate the potential for displacement on lands proposed for rezone or
redevelopment for public use.

Policy 3.6.3 Collaborate to understand the drivers of displacement through involvement

of community groups, organizations, and institutions in affected areas.

343.5 Implementation

Yakima’s Housing Element is implemented through the actions and investments made by the
City with the support of its residents and stakeholders. Some of these actions include
regulatory changes, partnerships, coordination, administrative acts, policy changes, human
service programs, and capital investments. The following implementation items aid in this
process.

Exhibit 3-73-73-73-6. Housing Implementation

Implementation Iltem Action Type Desired Result
Adequate Provisions The Comprehensive Plan Volume 2 Technical Reduce barriers to new housing
Action Items (2026) Analysis includes a list of action items related development that can

to affordable housing incentives, accommodate housing needs at

development regulation changes, and permit all income levels

DRAFT January 21, 2026
3-28



Housing

Implementation Item

City of Yakima Housing

Action Type

process improvements. There are some

overlaps between this list of actions and
prior studies, such as the Housing Action
Plan.

This plan identified six objectives for

Action Plan (HAP) (2021)

promoting affordable housing options for all

City of Yakima
Consolidated Plan (2025-

community members across all
neighborhoods. To achieve these objectives,

City of Yakima Comprehensive Plan 2050

Desired Result

=  Encourage diverse housing

development within existing
neighborhoods.
=  Create and preserve

it identifies 37 strategies. While some
strategies would be pursued in partnership
with other organizations, the following high
priority strategies can be implemented by

the City:
= Update city regulations to remove barriers
to innovative housing types.

= Make strategic investments in
infrastructure.

= Encourage rent-to-own opportunities and
sweat equity programs.

=  Expand and update down payment
assistance programs.

= Develop, acquire, or sell surplus or under-
utilized city property.

Incentivize landlords to improve the quality
and maintenance of housing.

Strategic plan, updated periodically, that
provides an assessment of current and
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projected housing needs, housing market
trends, inventory conditions, barriers to
providing affordable housing, a list of current

affordable homes.

= Create homeownership

opportunities for low- and
moderate- income
households.

= Support housing options that

meet the diverse needs of
older adults.

= Address the needs of those

struggling with
homelessness.

Protect against displacement

and poor housing conditions

=  Provide decent housing

= Create a sustainable living

environment

=  Expand opportunities for

providers, and a five-year strategy for
providing affordable housing. Many of the
actions identified in this plan to support

Low- and Middle-Income
Yakima Residents




Housing

Implementation Item

City of Yakima
Consolidated Plan (2025-
2029)

Yakima County’s 5-Year

Action Type

housing affordability are mirrored in the
HAP. This plan also addresses needs for
supportive services and poverty reduction.

Strategic plan, updated periodically, that
provides an assessment of current and
projected housing needs, housing market
trends, inventory conditions, barriers to
providing affordable housing, a list of current
providers, and a five-year strategy for
providing affordable housing. Many of the
actions identified in this plan to support
housing affordability are mirrored in the
HAP. This plan also addresses needs for
supportive services and poverty reduction.

The Yakima County 5-Year Homelessness

Plan to Address
Homelessness

2019-2024

ATen-YearPlantoEnd
Year Update

Annual Action Plan for
CDBG and HOME
Investment Partnership
Funds, 202416
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Housing Strategic Plan serves three critical
purposes:

= Establishing a strategy to address
homelessness in Yakima County.

= Setting clear, measurable goals to achieve
that strategy, and to hold stakeholders
within the system accountable to their
roles.

Creating concise objectives generated by
local experts that can be used in making
funding decisions for Yakima County.

Reportonlocal-effortsand strategies:

This plan includes the strategies, goals, and
objectives established in the FY 2020-2024
Consolidated Plan and is the basis for the
annual funding application for the CDBG and
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Desired Result

Data on housing inventory
and needs

Inventory of affordable
housing providers

Increase in affordable
housing

Reducing homelessness in

Yakima County so that it is
brief, rare and one-time
through an efficient and
effective homeless response
system that prioritizes and
focuses first on putting
people into stable housing.

= Data-on-homelessness

Decrease-homelesshess

Investment in affordable
housing needs and
community development
needs
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Housing
Implementation Item Action Type Desired Result
HOME programs.Plarferuseof federal
funds,-updated-annually
Yakima County Strategic plan for approaching issues related ®= Housing needs data for
Farmworker Housing to farmworker housing seasonal and year-round
Action Plan, 2011 — 2016 farmworkers
= Increased housing stability
for farmworkers
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Housing
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