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March	
  28,	
  2014	
  

Dear	
  Resident,	
  	
  

The	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  announce	
  the	
  launch	
  of	
  a	
  pilot	
  curbside	
  recycling	
  project	
  in	
  your	
  neighborhood.	
  	
  
Your	
  household	
  has	
  been	
  selected	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  pilot.	
  	
  The	
  pilot	
  is	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  Citizens’	
  Survey	
  
requesting	
  that	
  curbside	
  recycling	
  be	
  a	
  service	
  provided	
  and	
  also	
  in	
  anticipation	
  of	
  major	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  manner	
  
that	
  the	
  City	
  will	
  be	
  disposing	
  of	
  its	
  future	
  waste.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Your	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  Solid	
  Waste	
  Division	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  take	
  this	
  
time	
  to	
  introduce	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  project,	
  provide	
  you	
  background	
  
information	
  and	
  request	
  your	
  assistance	
  in	
  gathering	
  important	
  
waste	
  disposal	
  information	
  by	
  filling	
  out	
  the	
  enclosed	
  survey	
  
and	
  actively	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  pilot.	
  

Enclosed	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  information	
  that	
  will	
  help	
  identify	
  items	
  
that	
  you	
  can	
  recycle	
  and	
  answers	
  to	
  questions	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  
about	
  the	
  program.	
  	
  Please	
  take	
  a	
  few	
  minutes	
  to	
  review	
  the	
  
following.	
  	
  Your	
  input	
  will	
  be	
  of	
  great	
  assistance	
  as	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  
Yakima	
  plans	
  for	
  our	
  future	
  solid	
  waste	
  collection	
  and	
  disposal	
  
options.	
  	
  	
  

WHY	
  A	
  PILOT?	
  	
  

You	
  may	
  ask	
  why	
  the	
  City	
  is	
  conducting	
  a	
  pilot	
  project.	
  	
  	
  There	
  are	
  several	
  reasons.	
  	
  	
  The	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  is	
  
responsible	
  for	
  providing	
  solid	
  waste	
  services	
  to	
  all	
  its	
  residents.	
  	
  It	
  has	
  made	
  a	
  priority	
  of	
  ensuring	
  fair	
  and	
  
equitable	
  rates	
  while	
  protecting	
  public	
  health,	
  safety	
  and	
  the	
  environment.	
  	
  	
  

Currently,	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  disposes	
  of	
  its	
  waste	
  at	
  Yakima	
  County’s	
  	
  owned	
  	
  and	
  operated	
  	
  Terrace	
  	
  Heights	
  
Landfill	
  located	
  on	
  Roza	
  Hill	
  Drive.	
  	
  We	
  dispose	
  of	
  approximately	
  30,000	
  tons	
  of	
  residential	
  waste	
  a	
  year	
  at	
  a	
  cost	
  
of	
  approximately	
  $940,000.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  been	
  fortunate	
  that	
  the	
  landfill	
  is	
  relatively	
  close	
  (approximately	
  6-­‐11	
  
miles	
  away)	
  and	
  the	
  tipping	
  fees	
  associated	
  with	
  disposal	
  have	
  been	
  affordable	
  ($32.00/ton).	
  	
  However,	
  we	
  are	
  
presently	
  at	
  a	
  cross	
  road	
  for	
  handling	
  future	
  waste	
  generated	
  within	
  our	
  City	
  limits.	
  

According	
  to	
  County	
  officials,	
  Terrace	
  Heights	
  has	
  a	
  remaining	
  capacity	
  of	
  approximately	
  11	
  years.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  
anticipated	
  that	
  once	
  the	
  landfill	
  is	
  closed,	
  solid	
  waste	
  generated	
  from	
  the	
  City	
  will	
  be	
  hauled	
  to	
  the	
  County	
  
owned	
  and	
  operated	
  Cheyne	
  landfill	
  located	
  outside	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Zillah.	
  	
  The	
  	
  round-­‐trip	
  haul	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  the	
  new	
  
landfill	
  location	
  will	
  add	
  a	
  significant	
  cost	
  to	
  the	
  current	
  refuse	
  fees	
  and	
  impact	
  how	
  the	
  	
  City	
  	
  will	
  manage	
  its	
  
solid	
  waste.	
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The	
  City	
  has	
  addressed	
  significant	
  changes	
  to	
  its	
  program	
  in	
  the	
  past.	
  	
  For	
  instance,	
  from	
  2001-­‐2008,	
  we	
  
successfully	
  changed	
  collection	
  services	
  from	
  manual	
  to	
  automated	
  and	
  converted	
  our	
  fleet	
  to	
  automated	
  side	
  
loaders	
  and	
  carts.	
  	
  Yard	
  waste	
  collection	
  was	
  also	
  added.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  the	
  City	
  conducted	
  these	
  
changes	
  over	
  a	
  seven-­‐year	
  period.	
  	
  This	
  allowed	
  us	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  program	
  in	
  phases	
  while	
  spreading	
  the	
  
costs	
  over	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  years.	
  	
  	
  Now,	
  faced	
  with	
  the	
  closure	
  of	
  Terrace	
  Heights	
  within	
  the	
  next	
  11	
  years,	
  the	
  City	
  
of	
  Yakima	
  must	
  assess	
  its	
  current	
  collection	
  and	
  disposal	
  practices	
  and	
  begin	
  planning	
  for	
  its	
  long-­‐term	
  solid	
  
waste	
  management	
  options.	
  One	
  option	
  is	
  the	
  proposed	
  pilot	
  curbside	
  project.	
  	
  

BACKGROUND	
  of	
  CURRENT	
  SERVICES	
  

The	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  Municipal	
  Code	
  requires	
  weekly	
  collection	
  of	
  
residential	
  garbage.	
  	
  Residents	
  can	
  utilize	
  a	
  City	
  provided	
  32-­‐	
  
gallon	
  cart	
  or	
  a	
  96-­‐gallon	
  cart.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  residents	
  can	
  subscribe	
  
to	
  weekly	
  yard	
  waste	
  service	
  utilizing	
  a	
  96-­‐gallon	
  cart.	
  	
  (Sixty-­‐four	
  
gallon	
  carts	
  are	
  currently	
  available,	
  but	
  are	
  being	
  reassessed	
  as	
  a	
  
level	
  of	
  service	
  linked	
  to	
  efficiencies).	
  	
  Residents	
  can	
  also	
  
subscribe	
  to	
  a	
  64-­‐gallon,	
  every	
  other	
  week	
  recycling	
  service	
  
provided	
  by	
  Yakima	
  Waste	
  Systems	
  for	
  $8.42	
  a	
  month.	
  

PURPOSE	
  OF	
  THE	
  PILOT	
  

The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  pilot	
  is	
  to	
  assist	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  in	
  planning	
  for	
  its	
  future	
  long	
  term	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  
solid	
  waste	
  generated	
  within	
  the	
  City	
  limits.	
  	
  	
  The	
  pilot	
  will	
  evaluate	
  for:	
  

• The	
  level	
  of	
  participation	
  
• The	
  benefits	
  to	
  the	
  community	
  through	
  landfill	
  avoidance	
  
• The	
  	
  effectiveness	
  of	
  standardizing	
  collection	
  of	
  three	
  waste	
  streams	
  (garbage,	
  recyclable,	
  yard	
  waste)	
  
• The	
  projected	
  costs	
  of	
  running	
  a	
  citywide	
  program	
  
• Customers’	
  responses	
  
• Potential	
  	
  waste	
  diversion	
  and	
  recycling	
  tonnages	
  
• Feasibility	
  of	
  Every	
  Other	
  Week	
  recycling	
  and	
  yard	
  waste	
  collection	
  
• Rate	
  impacts	
  
• Efficiencies	
  in	
  collection	
  frequency	
  and	
  fuel	
  usage	
  

In	
  addition,	
  the	
  pilot	
  will	
  also:	
  

• Provide	
  the	
  benefit	
  of	
  starting	
  small	
  to	
  allow	
  for	
  a	
  substantial	
  education	
  and	
  outreach	
  program	
  to	
  
improve	
  participation	
  rates	
  and	
  create	
  a	
  larger	
  awareness	
  about	
  future	
  disposal	
  and	
  diversion	
  issues.	
  

• Permit	
  the	
  gathering	
  of	
  important	
  data	
  while	
  limiting	
  the	
  risks	
  of	
  expensive,	
  citywide	
  programs.	
  	
  
• Align	
  the	
  City	
  with	
  statewide	
  recycling	
  goals.	
  
• Save	
  valuable	
  natural	
  resources	
  from	
  being	
  disposed	
  of	
  in	
  a	
  landfill.	
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THE	
  PILOT	
  –	
  Overall	
  Description	
  

The	
  pilot	
  period	
  will	
  be	
  four	
  months,	
  from	
  May	
  6,	
  
2014	
  through	
  August	
  29,	
  2014.	
  	
  	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  offered	
  to	
  
approximately	
  600	
  homes	
  in	
  the	
  Hamilton	
  Park/Sun	
  
crest	
  Additions	
  (east	
  and	
  north	
  of	
  Kissel	
  Park).	
  	
  	
  In	
  
celebration	
  of	
  Earth	
  Day,	
  the	
  City’s	
  Solid	
  Waste	
  
Program	
  will	
  begin	
  distributing	
  carts	
  the	
  week	
  of	
  
April	
  21.	
  	
  A	
  Community	
  Cleanup,	
  Pharmaceutical	
  
Turn	
  In	
  and	
  Recycling	
  Information	
  Day	
  are	
  planned	
  
for	
  Saturday,	
  April	
  26th	
  from	
  9:00	
  a.m.	
  to	
  2:00	
  p.m.	
  at	
  
Kissel	
  Park.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  invited	
  to	
  come	
  and	
  learn	
  first-­‐
hand	
  about	
  the	
  pilot.	
  

HOW	
  IT	
  WORKS	
   	
  

	
  The	
  pilot	
  will	
  be	
  collecting	
  three	
  waste	
  streams:	
  garbage,	
  
recyclables	
  and	
  yard	
  waste.	
  	
  	
  	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  program,	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  recycle	
  materials	
  
including	
  paper,	
  plastic,	
  cans,	
  cardboard	
  and	
  other	
  approved	
  items	
  using	
  a	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  single	
  stream	
  recycling	
  
cart;	
  yard	
  waste	
  in	
  the	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  yard	
  waste	
  cart	
  and	
  garbage	
  in	
  the	
  brown	
  32-­‐	
  gallon	
  garbage	
  cart.	
  	
  Please	
  refer	
  
to	
  the	
  enclosed	
  What	
  to	
  Include	
  in	
  Your	
  Recycling	
  Cart	
  and	
  Tip	
  flyer	
  for	
  assistance	
  and	
  answers	
  to	
  frequently	
  
asked	
  questions.	
  	
  This	
  information	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  posted	
  on	
  our	
  website:	
  	
  www.yakimawa.gov/recycle.	
  
During	
  the	
  week	
  of	
  April	
  21st	
  you	
  will	
  receive	
  three	
  (3)	
  carts:	
  	
  

• Brown	
  32-­‐	
  gallon	
  garbage	
  cart	
  
• Green	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  yard	
  waste	
  cart	
  	
  

• Brown	
  Blue	
  lid	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  recycling	
  cart.	
  	
  	
  (The	
  recycling	
  roll-­‐out	
  
carts	
  feature	
  a	
  blue	
  lid	
  to	
  distinguish	
  them	
  from	
  the	
  brown	
  
garbage	
  and	
  green	
  yard	
  waste	
  carts.)	
  	
  	
  

If	
  you	
  already	
  have	
  a	
  32	
  gallon	
  cart	
  and/or	
  a	
  yard	
  waste	
  cart	
  please	
  utilize	
  
them	
  for	
  the	
  duration	
  of	
  the	
  pilot.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  receive	
  a	
  recycling	
  cart.	
  	
  We	
  
ask	
  that	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  96	
  gallon	
  garbage	
  container,	
  please	
  refrain	
  from	
  using	
  it	
  during	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  pilot	
  and	
  
utilize	
  the	
  32-­‐	
  gallon	
  refuse	
  cart.	
  	
  	
  	
  We	
  are	
  testing	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  much	
  you	
  can	
  reduce	
  your	
  volume	
  of	
  waste	
  by	
  
utilizing	
  the	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  recycling	
  carts.	
  If	
  you	
  do	
  utilize	
  your	
  96	
  gallon	
  garbage	
  cart	
  during	
  the	
  pilot,	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  
billed	
  post-­‐pilot	
  for	
  those	
  services	
  in	
  the	
  September/October	
  billing.	
  

SET	
  OUT	
  AND	
  COLLECTION	
  DAYS	
  
The	
  program	
  is	
  planned	
  to	
  operate	
  for	
  4	
  months	
  beginning	
  May	
  6th	
  and	
  
running	
  until	
  August	
  29th.	
  The	
  pilot	
  will	
  collect	
  recyclables	
  and	
  yard	
  
waste	
  on	
  an	
  Every	
  Other	
  Week	
  Service.	
  	
  	
  

• Garbage	
  will	
  be	
  collected	
  weekly	
  on	
  your	
  regular	
  Tuesday	
  date.	
  
• Recyclables	
  will	
  be	
  collected	
  on	
  Tuesday,	
  the	
  same	
  day	
  as	
  your	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

garbage,	
  but	
  will	
  be	
  on	
  an	
  Every	
  Other	
  Week	
  collection.	
  
• 	
  Yard	
  waste	
  will	
  be	
  collected	
  on	
  Fridays,	
  the	
  same	
  week	
  as	
  

recyclables,	
  also	
  on	
  an	
  Every	
  Other	
  Week	
  collection.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
32	
  Gallon	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  96	
  Yard	
  Waste	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  96	
  Gallon	
  Recycling	
  

Hamilton	
  Park/Suncrest	
  Additions	
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COLLECTION	
  CALENDAR	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  Tuesday	
  Recycling	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Friday	
  Yard	
  Waste	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Garbage	
  Pickup	
  Remains	
  Every	
  Tuesday	
  

	
  
FEE/COST	
  OF	
  PILOT	
  
The	
  collection	
  of	
  the	
  recyclables	
  and	
  yard	
  waste	
  collection	
  will	
  be	
  free	
  of	
  charge	
  during	
  the	
  pilot.	
  	
  You	
  will	
  be	
  
charged	
  a	
  $10.00	
  monthly	
  service	
  fee	
  for	
  a	
  32-­‐gallon	
  refuse	
  cart	
  for	
  the	
  pilot	
  period.	
  	
  Please	
  limit	
  your	
  usage	
  to	
  
refuse	
  generated	
  from	
  your	
  household	
  only.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  currently	
  have	
  a	
  96-­‐gallon	
  refuse	
  cart,	
  we	
  ask	
  that	
  you	
  
refrain	
  from	
  utilizing	
  it	
  during	
  the	
  pilot.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  use	
  the	
  96-­‐	
  gallon	
  cart	
  or	
  request	
  additional	
  service	
  during	
  the	
  
pilot	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  charged	
  post	
  pilot	
  for	
  the	
  service.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

AFTER	
  THE	
  PILOT	
  
AFTER	
  THE	
  FOUR	
  MONTHS	
  THE	
  RECYCLING	
  CARTS	
  WILL	
  BE	
  COLLECTED	
  AND	
  YOUR	
  REGULAR	
  SERVICE	
  WILL	
  RESUME.	
  	
  	
  	
  If	
  you	
  choose	
  
to	
  keep	
  the	
  yard	
  service,	
  or	
  make	
  any	
  changes	
  to	
  your	
  current	
  service,	
  please	
  contact	
  us	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
pilot	
  to	
  establish	
  the	
  service.	
  	
  The	
  current	
  yard	
  waste	
  fee	
  will	
  apply.	
  	
  The	
  City	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  providing	
  curbside	
  
recycling	
  after	
  the	
  pilot.	
  	
  Once	
  the	
  collection	
  has	
  ended,	
  the	
  pilot	
  will	
  be	
  evaluated.	
  The	
  evaluation	
  will	
  be	
  based	
  
upon	
  community	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  pre	
  and	
  post	
  surveys,	
  participation	
  and	
  set	
  out	
  rates,	
  contamination	
  and	
  
diversion	
  levels,	
  collection	
  frequency	
  and	
  the	
  materials	
  collected.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  A	
  final	
  report	
  with	
  recommendations	
  will	
  be	
  
presented	
  to	
  City	
  Council	
  in	
  late	
  fall.	
  	
  The	
  Solid	
  Waste	
  Program	
  will	
  await	
  direction	
  from	
  City	
  Council.	
  

HOW	
  YOU	
  CAN	
  HELP	
  
The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  pilot	
  is	
  to	
  encourage	
  recycling	
  as	
  an	
  alternative	
  disposal	
  option	
  and	
  to	
  collect	
  disposal	
  and	
  
recycling	
  data	
  that	
  will	
  assist	
  in	
  future	
  long	
  term	
  solid	
  waste	
  management	
  planning.	
  	
  
To	
  assist	
  us	
  in	
  collecting	
  such	
  data	
  we	
  need	
  your	
  assistance.	
  	
  Enclosed	
  you	
  will	
  find	
  a	
  questionnaire	
  designed	
  to	
  
receive	
  input	
  from	
  you	
  regarding	
  your	
  current	
  level	
  of	
  recycling	
  activity	
  and	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  waste	
  reduction	
  
programs	
  you	
  are	
  interested	
  	
  in	
  having	
  implemented	
  in	
  your	
  city.	
  	
  Please	
  fill	
  out	
  the	
  survey	
  and	
  return	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  
envelope	
  provided.	
  	
  Your	
  response	
  is	
  strictly	
  confidential	
  and	
  will	
  only	
  be	
  reported	
  in	
  summary	
  form.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  
any	
  questions,	
  please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  contact	
  your	
  City	
  of	
  Yakima	
  Solid	
  Waste	
  and	
  Recycling	
  Division	
  at	
  576-­‐6005.	
  
	
  
We	
  thank	
  you	
  in	
  advance	
  for	
  your	
  assistance	
  and	
  
participation.	
  

Please	
  have	
  your	
  carts	
  out	
  by	
  6:00	
  a.m.	
  for	
  all	
  collections.  

APRIL   MAY   JUNE   JULY   AUGUST   SEPTEMBER  

   M   T   W   T   F   S  
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   18	
   19	
  

20	
   21	
   22	
   23	
   24	
   25	
   	
  

27	
   28	
   29	
   30	
   	
   	
   	
  

Kickoff	
  Bin	
  Distribution	
  
	
  Community	
  Clean	
  Up	
  
and	
  Recycling	
  Day	
  

April	
  26th	
  
	
  

S   M   T   W   T   F   S  

	
   	
   	
   	
   1	
   2	
   3	
  

4	
   5	
   6	
   7	
   8	
   9	
   10	
  

11	
   12	
   13	
   14	
   15	
   16	
   17	
  

18	
   19	
   20	
   21	
   22	
   23	
   24	
  

25	
   26	
   27	
   28	
   29	
   30	
   31	
  

Pilot	
  Begins	
  May	
  6th	
  

S   M   T   W   T   F   S  

1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
   5	
   6	
   7	
  

8	
   9	
   10	
   11	
   12	
   13	
   14	
  

15	
   16	
   17	
   18	
   19	
   20	
   21	
  

22	
   23	
   24	
   25	
   26	
   27	
   28	
  

29	
   30	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Remember:	
  	
  Every	
  
Other	
  Week	
  
Collection	
  

S   M   T   W   T   F   S  
	
   	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   H	
   5	
  
6	
   7	
   8	
   9	
   10	
   11	
   12	
  
13	
   14	
   15	
   16	
   17	
   18	
   19	
  
20	
   21	
   22	
   23	
   24	
   25	
   26	
  

27	
   28	
   29	
   30	
   31	
   	
   	
  

Assessment	
  and	
  Data	
  
Collection	
  

Note:	
  Holiday	
  Collection	
  
on	
  

	
  Sat	
  July	
  5	
  
	
  

S   M   T   W   T   F   S  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   1	
   2	
  

3	
   4	
   5	
   6	
   7	
   8	
   9	
  

10	
   11	
   12	
   13	
   14	
   15	
   16	
  

17	
   18	
   19	
   20	
   21	
   22	
   23	
  

24	
   25	
   26	
   27	
   28	
   29	
   30	
  

31	
   	
  

Assessment	
  and	
  Data	
  
collection	
  

S   M   T   W   T   F   S  

	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
   5	
   6	
  

7	
   8	
   9	
   10	
   11	
   12	
   13	
  

14	
   15	
   16	
   17	
   18	
   19	
   20	
  

21	
   22	
   23	
   24	
   25	
   26	
   27	
  

28	
   29	
   30	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  	
  

Pilot	
  Follow	
  Up	
  and	
  
Evaluation	
  

	
  


